
Ben Ballard 
Wells High School 

11th Grade 

Presidential Candidate 
Position: 

 Seeking the position of NASC President for the 2017-2018 school year 

Current/Future School Offices: 

 Student Body President 2017-2018 

 Student Body Treasurer 2016-2017 

Past Offices: 

 Class Treasurer 2015-2016 

 Class President 2014-2015 

 3 years of experience in High School Student Council 

Nevada State Conferences Attended:  

 NASC: Take the Lead 2016 

Nevada Regional Conferences Attended: 

 Northern Regional Conference: Lead Wild 2016 

 Mid-Level Conference Host 2017 

Important Leadership Positions 

 FBLA Chapter President 2016-2017 

 FFA Chapter Reporter 2016-2017 

 FFA Chapter Treasurer 2015-2016 

 Wells LDS Church- Youth Group President 2014-2015 

Honors and Awards: 

 National Honor Society Membership (2016-present) 

 Varsity Athletic Letter- Golf (2014) 

 Nevada FFA- Parliamentary Procedure, High Chairman (2015,2016)  

 FBLA Public Speaking- State 1st Place Winner (2016) 

 Academic Olympics- State Champion Team (2015) 

Community Service: 

 Boys and Girls Club Volunteer- tutoring and mentoring elementary students 

 Adopt a Highway Litter Control- roadside cleanup and maintenance  

 F.I.S.H.- Participated in numerous canned food drives, stocking shelves, and    

assembling food baskets for needy families in the community 

 Pinwheels for Prevention- helped raise community awareness during child abuse month 

 Involved in numerous service projects organized by the Wells LDS Church 

Other School Activities: 

 Future Business Leaders of America (2014-present) 

 Future Farmers of America (2014-present) 

 Academic Olympics Team (2015,2016) 

 Varsity Golf (2015,2017) 

 Drama Club (2012-2015) 

Important Conferences, Camps, etc.:  

 FBLA State Business Leadership Conference (2016) 

 FBLA National Leadership Conference (2016) 

 FFA Summer Leadership Camp (2014,2015,2016)  

 FFA Summer Leadership Camp (2014,2015,2016)  

 FFA Winter Leadership Training (2015) 

 Nevada Agricultural Youth Legislative Experience (2017) 



Questions: 

 
A. What personal and leadership qualities and experiences do you have that would make 

you a valuable member of the NASC Board? 

 

Since the beginning of Freshmen year, I have become increasingly involved in activities 

at my high school. Through all that I’ve done thus far, (Student Council, FFA, FBLA to 

name a few) I have travelled the state and the country developing myself as a leader and 

preparing to serve in a prominent position like NASC President. I’ve taken rigorous courses 

at the high school and college level receiving A’s in all of them. I hope this shows my 

relentless commitment to academic achievement and the hard work I’m willing to put in. 

Balancing a busy school life means time management skills are critical. Though I don’t 

always get it perfect, I try to make time for everything that needs my attention. Lately, I’ve 

been focusing especially on community service and how it develops me as a leader. I 

volunteer at the Boys and Girls Club, do various community-oriented projects in FFA, 

participate in community service with my student council members, and help with service 

projects at church activities. This has helped me take some of my focus away from myself 

and put it toward helping others. In addition to trying to manage my time, my overall high 

school goal was to become one of those “well rounded” people. From competing in a public 

speaking contest at the national level to learning French, playing the ukulele, and cooking 

every chance I get, I have tried my best to develop my creative side. I feel that creativity is an 

essential trait of any leader. In addition, serving on various officer teams and committees, I 

have had many opportunities to develop my teamwork skills, which I think will prove 

valuable being a member of the NASC board. I should also mention that I have a strong 

working knowledge of parliamentary procedure and I can find just about anything in 

Robert’s Rules of Order, being on the FFA parliamentary procedure team for 3 years and 

counting. I just want to let everyone know: I’m a problem solver, hard worker, team player, 

and committed student who would love to put my skills to work for Nevada Association of 

Student Councils.  

 

B. What goals do you have for NASC? 

 

Goals are very important to me and I’ve put a lot of thought into ways to improve our 

organization. It all came down to “back to basics”. After reading the NASC constitution, I 

decided our focus should be on enhancing the ideals described in the constitution. These are: 

(1) Promote cooperation and communication among the secondary schools of Nevada; (2) 

Present an opportunity for the development of leadership and responsibility; and (3) 

Exchange ideas relating to student activities. Last year, our emphasis was on communication. 

We all saw wonderful improvements, but there are other crucial elements relating to the 

purpose of NASC. I would like to of course, build on the progress we made this past year 

with communication. In addition, I would like to encourage members to look for ways to 

exercise their leadership and share the leadership experience with others. I want the members 

of NASC to use the leadership skills they’ve acquired to make a positive difference in the 

lives of the students they come in contact with. The final element is the exchange of ideas. I 

think we should place a larger emphasis on the brother/sister school program and encourage 

councils statewide to make that correspondence a priority. Planning group activities with 

your brother/sister school can also be a part of this emphasis. With all of this in mind, my 

vision is simply to focus on the ideals put forth in the NASC constitution.  

 

 

 



Ben Ballard - Wells High School 

My Vision for NASC 

Vision: noun; a thought, concept, or object formed by the imagination. Visions give 

direction and purpose to an organization. With direction, the goals and aspirations of NASC can 

become a reality. My vision for NASC in the 2017-2018 year is to further enhance the ideals set 

forth in the NASC constitution. These are: (1) Promote cooperation and communication among 

the secondary schools of Nevada; (2) Present an opportunity for the development of leadership 

and responsibility; and (3) Exchange ideas relating to student activities. 

First, Nevada Association of Student Councils needs effective communication to carry 

out our goals. This past year, a large emphasis was placed on improving communication 

throughout the state. There was definitely improvement! There was increased correspondence 

between brother and sister schools as well as frequent updates and reminders from our state 

president and regional representatives. I plan to keep this communication active and continue to 

improve on this element of the constitution. With this in mind, we can better understand and 

connect with the members around us. Effective communication also creates an environment 

where caring, problem solving, and creative ideas can thrive.  

Next, my vision includes focusing on the second element of the constitution: presenting 

an opportunity for the development of leadership and responsibility. The several conferences 

hosted by schools throughout the state give students the opportunity to develop themselves and 

learn how to be effective leaders. These conferences are wonderful and really make a difference 

in the students! The other opportunities for development of leadership include involving others 

in leadership and student council. My vision is to encourage student council members to find 

others in their school who could benefit from a leadership experience. Something as simple as 



using an NASC hashtag can spark the interest in a student. The idea of leadership is eventually 

using your skills to lead others. Actively representing being a part of student council can make a 

difference in the life of someone who may need it. As an example, if you told other students 

what great experiences you’ve had in leadership, they might join! If they joined, they might 

come to a regional conference! Hopefully they’d have a wonderful experience and perhaps join 

NASC in leading the students of their school! My vision of encouraging members to actively 

represent and discuss the benefits of NASC will surely have a positive impact on others.  

The final element described in the NASC constitution is to exchange ideas relating to 

student activities. The brother/sister school programs have really helped councils throughout the 

state share ideas and get to know one another. However, I’m sure there are schools who didn’t 

actively participate in the program this year. My vision for the exchanging of ideas is to 

encourage councils to contact their brother/sister school more often. If councils are already in 

frequent contact, they should strive to have an activity with the student council of their 

brother/sister school. My school had a great time working with our brother school in a canned 

food drive this year. I’m sure other schools in our state are waiting for this opportunity to 

connect.  

As a candidate for NASC 2017-2018 President, my vision is to further enhance the goals 

of NASC described in our constitution. NASC needs solid leadership and clear goals for this 

upcoming year. It is my hope that my vision will guide the student leaders of Nevada. From 

planning an activity with another school to posting about an NASC activity on social media, 

there are so many ways to help our councils reach their goals together. I hope I will have the 

opportunity to use my leadership in helping the members of NASC reach their goals.             

 


